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Can Social Justice Save the
American Jewish Soul?

RABBI SIDNEY SCHWARZ, PHD

Rabbi Sidney Schwarz, PhD, is the founder and president of PANIM: The
Institute for Jewish Leadership and Values, which promotes Jewish activism
and social responsibility. A winner of a Covenant Award for his social entre-
preneurship in Jewish education, he is the author of Finding a Spiritual Home:
How a New Generation of Jews Can Transform the American Synagogue and
Judaism and Justice: The Jewish Passion to Repair the World (both from
Jewish Lights).

Fo; most of my professional life as a rabbi, a teacher, an author, and
a community activist, I have tried to advance the idea that social
justice needs to be more central to the program of the American Jewish
community. The idea is so simple and, seemingly, so obvious that it is
hard to understand why it cannot gain traction. :

Isn’t it obvious that social justice is the primary mandate of
Judaism? Isn’t it obvious that there is no attitude or behavior as uni-
versally shared by American Jews as their commitment to the ideals of
tolerance, peace, and justice for all people? Isn’t it obvious that if the
Jewish community made social justice a core commitment in the way it
spoke and acted in the world that it would attract tens of thousands of
Jews who are otherwise turned off to Jewish affiliations and who
- spend their time and money on a host of causes and organizations that
advance the common good in our society and in our world?

The answer to these questions lies in the origins of Judaism. As I
outline in my book, Judaism and Justice: The Jewish Passion to Repair






